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Definitive Footpath RocCFp12 - Trestle Bridge Prickshaw Lane

Executive Summary

1. RocCFp12 is a definitive footpath recorded on Council records for use by the 
general public; it runs from Prickshaw Lane over a trestle bridge in the Healey 
Dell area of Rochdale and continues over land to meet with footpath 
RocCFp14.

A Highways and Engineering Officer assessed the bridge and concluded that 
the bridge is in a dilapidated condition and beyond economic repair; the 
beams carrying the deck are rotten and would need major work to ensure 
longevity.

The Structural Engineer also advised to ensure public safety the footpath 
should be closed and the bridge removed.  An emergency temporary order 
has been applied to close the footpath and barriers have been placed at each 
side of the bridge. A temporary closure order may only be applied by the 
Council for a period of 6 months and any additional orders agreed by the 
Secretary of State. 
To reduce the risk of injury on or under the bridge it is important that a 
decision is made as soon as possible whether to demolish and remove future 
responsibility by creating an alternative footpath or replace the bridge and 
continue the maintenance of the new structure. 

Recommendation

2. Should the bridge remain in its current location there is the possibility that 
some members of the public may remove the barriers erected to prohibit use.  
To ensure the future safety of any person who may, at their own risk whilst the 
closure order is in place, attempt to use this bridge the Township Committee  
should approve the demolition as recommended by the Highways and 
Engineering report as soon as possible.

It is recommended that an alternative section of footpath be created at ground 
level to replace the footpath that currently runs over the bridge.  It is not 
possible to locate the new section at ground level where the bridge currently 
runs as the ground is too steep therefore I recommend a permanent closure 



and diversion under section 119 Highways Act 1980 be carried out to legalise 
the new section of footpath and to ensure continuity of the network of rights of 
way. 

Reason for Recommendation

3. Under section 130 Highways Act 1980 the Council has a duty to protect and 
assert the rights of the public to the use and enjoyment of any highway, 
definitive rights of way are highway, the public are unable to use this footpath 
because of the condition of the trestle bridge.

The land at Healey Dell is in Council ownership the Council are able to create 
a route or divert the existing route that currently runs over the bridge, to a 
more suitable usable location that would already have been constructed as the 
temporary route. 

Funding has already been identified for this scheme; all costs have been 
identified by Asset Management.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

The Council have a duty to protect the rights of the public along the definitive 
network of public rights of way, public use must be safe and without difficulty.   

A legally recorded footpath RocFp12 runs over a dilapidated trestle bridge in 
Healey Dell this bridge has been assessed by a Structural Engineer and 
recommended that the bridge should not be used and to avoid any future 
danger to remove the bridge completely.

An emergency closure order has been applied and a temporary closure order 
to follow however the Council has to apply to the Secretary of State for long 
term closures and if there isn’t any work being carried out they may refuse to 
grant the closure and the route would have to be re-opened.  

Should members agree that the bridge should be removed and not replaced 
the Council would be required to create a route at ground level to close and 
divert the length of footpath RocCFp12 that currently runs over the bridge to 
the newly created link.  

There isn’t any detriment to users of the footpath should it be located at 
ground level as steps currently form part of the route therefore additional steps 
would not make the route any less usable.  

It would reduce the risk of injury/accident and possible claims to the Council.  

Alternatives Considered

The alternative is to replace the bridge with a new one; the capital cost of this 
is estimated to be £70,000 plus Officer time and would then require additional 
maintenance going forward.



Costs and Budget Summary

5. The cost for the emergency and temporary closures and, if Rochdale 
Township Committee agree, a permanent closure and diversion to be applied 
the costs are estimated to be £8500.00 including the cost of creating the new 
steps at ground level.

Asset Management have included this scheme within their 2017-18 capital 
programme.

Costs in relation to demolition would require three estimates to comply with 
Star Procurement and methods of removal, these costs are estimated at 
£3,500 and within the funds to be provided by Asset Management.

Risk and Policy Implications

The risk of doing nothing is greater over time should the barriers be broken 
down and have to be replaced, the bridge may be used prior to the Council 
realising that the barriers need replacing. Although It is inspected on a 
weekly basis.

The risk is not only use of the bridge walking over it but also to the general 
public walking under it should it fully or partially collapse.

6.

Consultation

7. Consultation will be carried out with the Rights of Way Forum group to obtain 
their views/comments.

The Rochdale Township Committee is consulted to ensure that members are 
aware of the assessment of the bridge and are able to make a decision.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. File 13389 Environmental Management, Green 
Lane, Heywood

For Further Information Contact: Julie Simpson, , 
julie.simpson@rochdale.gov.uk


